Emergent cervical cerclage: predictors of success or failure.
Emergent cervical cerclage is a procedure not commonly performed in general clinical practice. The outcome of pregnancies requiring emergent cerclage is based on limited information. The factors that predict success are not well known. Previous studies have suggested that advanced cervical dilation, significant cervical effacement, and the presence of prolapsed membranes are correlated with cerclage failure. We present a retrospective review of maternal characteristics predictive of perinatal survival. Analysis showed the presence of membrane prolapse to be the strongest predictor of poor outcome. Analysis also reveals a significant association between initial white blood cell count and perinatal outcome. This information may be helpful in decision making regarding adjunctive procedures such as amniocentesis and counseling patients regarding the likely outcome.